How to Focus a Compound Microscope

1. Turn nosepiece to lowest power objective lens (40X)

2. Put slide on stage and center your sample

3. Adjust the diaphragm to get the needed amount of light on the sample
4. Focus on sample using the coarse adjustment knob
5. Turn nosepiece to medium power objective lens (100X)

6. Focus on sample using the coarse adjustment knob slightly and then 

     the fine adjustment knob if needed
7. Turn nosepiece to highest power objective lens (400X)

8. Focus on sample using the fine adjustment knob only
