WORM VOCABULARY


1. Dorsal - back side of the worm, darker side

2. Ventral - front side of the worm (belly side), lighter side
3. Prostomium - upper lip or part of the mouth

4. Clitellum - thick band that secretes a mucus ring for reproduction

5. Setae - hair like structures on ventral surface used for locomotion

6. Segments - sections of the body

7. Ganglia - mass of nerve cells that is sensitive to light, sometimes called the "brain"

8. Aortic arches - 5 pairs of muscular tubes that pump the blood from the dorsal blood    
vessel to the ventral blood vessel, sometimes called "hearts"

9. Pharynx - muscular structure that connects the mouth to the esophagus

10. Esophagus - muscular tube that connects the pharynx to the crop

11. Crop - organ that stores the food briefly

12. Gizzard - organ that grinds the food particles

13. Intestine - organ where food is broken down chemically by bacteria and enzymes 
and the digested nutrients are absorbed into the bloodstream

14. Anus - opening that solid wastes exit through

15. Castings - the solid wastes

16. Nephridia - organs that liquid wastes exit through, found in each body segment

17. Ovary - organ where eggs are made and stored until released into mucus ring

18. Testes - organ where sperm is made and transferred to the seminal vesicles

19. Seminal vesicles - organs where sperm is stored and then transferred to the seminal
            receptacles of the other worm

20. Seminal receptacles - organs where sperm is received from the other worm and is  
then released into mucus ring for fertilization of the eggs  

